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HIGHLY-RANKED XANDER SCHAUFFELE AND WEBB SIMPSON ALSO SET TO JOIN STAR-STUDDED FIELD 
THOMAS, RAHM, FINAU AND MATSUYAMA AMONG LATEST COMMITMENTS TO 2019 

WASTE MANAGEMENT PHOENIX OPEN PRESENTED BY THE AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. –	Former	PGA	TOUR	Player	of	the	Year	and	World	No.	4	golfer	Justin	Thomas,	six-

time	worldwide	winner	 Jon	 Rahm,	World	No.	 10	 golfer	 Tony	 Finau	 and	 two-time	WM	Phoenix	Open	

champion	Hideki	Matsuyama	are	among	the	latest	players	to	commit	to	the	2019	Waste	Management	

Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	The	AK-Chin	 Indian	Community,	 set	 to	 tee	 it	up	 January	28-February	3	at	

TPC	Scottsdale.		

Also	committing	to	“The	People’s	Open”	are	highly-ranked	golfers	Xander	Schauffele	(11)	and	Webb	

Simpson	(21).	The	2019	field	now	includes	four	of	the	Top-10,	seven	of	the	Top-25	and	13	of	the	Top-50	

golfers	in	the	Official	World	Golf	Ranking	(OWGR).			

“The	field	is	already	beginning	to	take	shape	as	we	get	closer	to	the	New	Year	and	we	are	expecting	

it	once	again	to	be	one	of	the	strongest	fields	on	TOUR,”	said	Tournament	Chairman	Chance	Cozby.	“We	

are	already	 receiving	commitments	 from	former	champions,	FedExCup	winners,	and	some	of	 the	 top-

ranked	golfers	in	the	world	and	we’re	excited	to	see	strength	of	the	field	grow	as	we	get	closer	to	The	

People’s	Open.”		

Justin	Thomas	is	coming	off	an	incredible	two-year	stretch	on	the	PGA	TOUR,	winning	eight	events	

during	the	2017	and	2018	seasons	including	his	first	Major	at	the	2017	PGA	Championship	on	his	way	to	

the	2017	FedEx	Cup	title	and	being	named	PGA	TOUR	Player	of	the	Year.		Thomas	continued	his	red-hot	



play	in	2018	with	three	victories	including	The	2018	CJ	Cup	at	Nine	Bridges,	The	Honda	Classic	and	the	

World	Golf	Championships	–	Bridgestone	 Invitational.	Additionally,	 Thomas	was	part	of	 the	2017	U.S.	

Presidents	Cup	Team	and	the	2018	U.S.	Ryder	Cup	Team.		

Former	 Arizona	 State	 All-American	 and	 local	 fan-favorite	 Jon	 Rahm	 is	 coming	 off	 a	 solid	 2018	

campaign	in	which	he	won	his	second	PGA	TOUR	title	at	the	2018	CareerBuilder	Challenge.	Thanks	to	his	

six	worldwide	wins	over	the	last	two	seasons,	including	his	most	recent	at	the	Hero	World	Challenge	in	

early	December,	The	Spaniard	has	vaulted	up	to	No.	6	in	the	OWGR.		Rahm	carded	a	total	of	five	Top-10	

finishes	last	year	including	a	second-place	finish	at	the	Sentry	Tournament	of	Champions	in	Hawaii.	No	

stranger	to	the	WM	Phoenix	Open,	Rahm	has	played	the	event	three	times	in	his	young	career	–	never	

finishing	outside	the	top	25	–	including	a	T5	finish	as	an	amateur	in	2015.		

Two-time	WM	Phoenix	Open	champion	Hideki	Matsuyama	is	one	of	only	six	players	to	successfully	

defend	 their	WM	Phoenix	Open	 title	and	 the	 first	 to	accomplish	 the	 feat	 since	 Johnny	Miller	 in	1976.	

Matsuyama	 is	 coming	off	a	2018	campaign	with	 four	Top-10	 finishes.	 In	2017,	Matsuyama	won	 three	

times,	placed	second	three	times	and	won	more	than	$8.3	million	on	his	way	to	an	eighth-place	finish	in	

the	FedExCup	standings.			He	currently	ranks	27th	in	the	OWGR.			

Finau	has	been	on	a	tear	of	late	and	is	coming	off	an	outstanding	2018	season	that	included	11	Top-

10	finishes	(3	runner-ups)	and	six	Top-5	finishes.		He	also	finished	in	the	Top-10	in	three	of	four	Majors	in	

2018	(Masters,	U.S.	Open,	The	Open	Championship)	on	his	way	to	finishing	sixth	in	the	final	2018	FedEx	

Cup	standings.			

Schauffele,	 who	 turned	 professional	 in	 2015,	 has	 three	 career	 PGA	 TOUR	 wins,	 including	 taking	

honors	 at	 the	 WGC	 –	 HSBC	 Championship	 last	 October	 (Finau	 finished	 runner-up).	 	 Last	 season	 he	

notched	seven	Top-10s	that	included	two	runner-ups	and	two	third	place	finishes,	and	he	finished	in	the	

Top-6	in	two	Majors	(T6	U.S.	Open,	T2	The	Open	Championship)	while	finishing	15th	 in	the	Fed	Ex	Cup	

standings.			

Simpson	owns	five	career	PGA	TOUR	victories,	including	the	U.S.	Open	in	2012	and	most	recently	the	

PLAYERS	Championship	in	2018.		He	had	nine	Top-10s	in	2018	and	six	Top-5s	that	included	his	PLAYERS	

win,	a	runner-up	at	The	Wyndham	Championship	and	fourth	in	the	season-ending	TOUR	Championship	

to	finish	11th	in	the	final	Fed	Ex	Cup	standings.		Simpson	finished	runner-up	to	Matsuyama	in	the	2017	

WM	Phoenix	Open,	losing	in	a	four-hole	playoff.			



The	other	Top-50	golfers	who	have	already	committed	include	Rickie	Fowler	(9),	Bubba	Watson	(17),	

Cameron	Smith	(29),	Gary	Woodland	(31),	Phil	Mickelson	(32),	Kevin	Na	(45)	and	Brandt	Snedeker	(50).			

A	 field	of	 132	players	will	 vie	 for	 the	$7.1	million	purse,	 the	$1,278,000	 first-place	 check	and	500	

FedExCup	points.	 	 PGA	TOUR	members	have	until	 5	p.m.	on	Friday,	 Jan.	25,	 to	 commit	 to	play	 in	 the	

Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open.	Eligible	players	are	assigned	one	of	34	PGA	TOUR	priority	 ranking	

categories	based	on	their	past	performance	on	TOUR.	The	field	will	continue	to	change	as	players	with	

higher	priority	rankings	commit	to	play	in	the	Open.		

The	2019	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	the	Ak-Chin	Indian	Community	will	be	

held	at	TPC	Scottsdale	January	28	–	February	3,	2019.	“The	People’s	Open”	is	the	best-attended	golf	

tournament	in	the	world	and	has	gained	legendary	status	for	being	the	most	unique	stop	on	the	PGA	

TOUR.	The	2019	edition	will	mark	the	84th	playing	of	the	event	(one	of	the	five	oldest	events	on	the	PGA	

TOUR)	and	the	10th	as	the	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open.		

The	 Thunderbirds	were	 founded	 in	 1937	with	 the	mission	 of	 promoting	 the	 Valley	 of	 the	 Sun	

through	sports.	The	Thunderbirds	consist	of	55	“active”	members	and	more	than	250	“life”	members.		In	

2018	 The	 Thunderbirds	 raised	 a	 record	 $12.2	 million	 for	 charity	 from	 proceeds	 from	 last	 year’s	

tournament	 and	have	eclipsed	$134	million	 in	 charitable	 giving	 since	 its	 inception	 in	 1932.		 For	more	

information	 on	 The	 Thunderbirds	 or	 the	 2019	 Waste	 Management	 Phoenix	 Open,	 visit	

www.wmphoenixopen.com.		

 

 
Alpha Field List - PGA TOUR - Dec 13 

Waste Management Phoenix Open  

 
Albertson, Anders  Hahn, James  Mahan, Hunter  Smith, Cameron  
An, Byeong Hun  Harkins, Brandon  Malnati, Peter  Snedeker, Brandt  
Armour, Ryan  Hearn, David  Marino, Steve  Spaun, J.J.  
Baddeley, Aaron  Henley, Russell  Matsuyama, Hideki  Stefani, Shawn  
Bae, Sangmoon  Henry, J.J.  Merritt, Troy  Straka, Sepp  
Blaum, Ryan  Hoffman, Charley  Mickelson, Phil  Streb, Robert  
Burns, Sam  Hoge, Tom  Mullinax, Trey  Stuard, Brian  
Campbell, Chad  Homa, Max  Muñoz, Sebastián  Svensson, Adam  
Castro, Roberto  Hossler, Beau  Murray, Grayson  Taylor, Nick  
Cejka, Alex  Hughes, Mackenzie  Na, Kevin  Teater, Josh  
Champ, Cameron  Im, Sungjae  Niemann, Joaquin  Thomas, Justin  
Chin, John  Jaeger, Stephan  Ortiz, Carlos  Thompson, Chris  



Cink, Stewart  Jones, Kyle  Palmer, Ryan  Thompson, Michael  
Collins, Chad  Jones, Matt  Pan, C.T.  Trainer, Martin  
Conners, Corey  Kang, Sung  Piercy, Scott  Tway, Kevin  
Crane, Ben  Kim, Si Woo  Piller, Martin  Uihlein, Peter  
Dahmen, Joel  Kirk, Chris  Potter, Jr., Ted  Van Aswegen, Tyrone  
Davis, Cameron  Kizzire, Patton  Power, Seamus  Walker, Jimmy  
Díaz, Roberto  Knous, Jim  Prugh, Alex  Watson, Bubba  
Duncan, Tyler  Kokrak, Jason  Putnam, Andrew  Streelman, Kevin  
Etulain, Julián  Landry, Andrew  Rahm, Jon  Stroud, Chris  
Fathauer, Derek  Langley, Scott  Reavie, Chez  Werenski, Richy  
Finau, Tony  Lashley, Nate  Reeves, Seth  Woodland, Gary  
Fowler, Rickie  Lebioda, Hank  Roach, Wes  Wright, Chase  
Garber, Joey  Lee, Danny  Rodríguez, José de 

Jesús  
 Garnett, Brice  Lee, Kyoung-Hoon  Schauffele, Xander  
 Garrigus, Robert  Lindheim, Nicholas  Schenk, Adam  
 Gay, Brian  Lingmerth, David  Schnell, Brady  
 Glover, Lucas  List, Luke  Schwartzel, Charl  
 Gómez, Fabián  Long, Adam  Senden, John  
 Gooch, Talor  Lovelady, Tom  Silverman, Ben  
 Haas, Bill  Lovemark, Jamie  Simpson, Webb  
 Hadley, Chesson  Luck, Curtis  Sloan, Roger  
  


