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MATT KUCHAR, BILL HAAS, MARC LEISHMAN AMONG FINAL COMMITMENTS  
AS FIELD IS NEARLY SET FOR 2018 WASTE MANAGEMENT PHOENIX OPEN PRESENTED 

BY THE AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY  
 

PHOENIX –Seven-time	 PGA	 TOUR	winner	Matt	 Kuchar,	 2009	 PGA	 TOUR	 Rookie	 of	 the	 Year	Marc	

Leishman	and	six-time	PGA	TOUR	winner	Bill	Haas	and	are	among	the	final	players	to	commit	to	play	in	

the	2018	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	The	AK-Chin	Indian	Community,	set	to	tee	it	

up	January	29-February	4	at	TPC	Scottsdale.	A	field	of	132	players	will	vie	for	the	$6.9	million	purse,	the	

$1,242,000	first-place	check	and	500	FedExCup	points.	

The	field	for	next	week’s	tournament	is	nearly	set	as	three	sponsor	exemptions	and	three	qualifying	

spots	are	still	up	for	grabs.		

PGA	TOUR	members	had	until	5	p.m.	 today	to	commit	 to	play	 in	 the	Waste	Management	Phoenix	

Open.	Eligible	players	are	assigned	one	of	34	PGA	TOUR	priority	ranking	categories	based	on	their	past	

performance	on	TOUR.	The	field	will	continue	to	change	as	players	with	higher	priority	rankings	commit	

to	play	in	the	Open.		

	 The	2018	field	now	includes	22	of	the	Top-50	players	in	the	Official	World	Golf	Ranking.		Jon	

Rahm	(2)	is	the	highest-ranked	player	currently	in	the	field,	which	features	four	of	the	Top-5,	five	of	the	

Top-10	and	11	of	the	Top-25	in	the	OWGR.		Other	ranked	players	in	the	field	include	Jordan	Spieth	(3),	

Justin	Thomas	(4),	Hideki	Matsuyama	(5),	Rickie	Fowler	(7),	Marc	Leishman	(13),	Matt	Kuchar	(16),	Alex	

Noren	(19),	Francesco	Molinari	(22),	Charley	Hoffman	(23),	Patrick	Reed	(24),	Xander	Schauffele	(26),	



Daniel	Berger	(31),	Kevin	Chappell	(32),	Webb	Simpson	(38),	Si-Woo	Kim	(40),	Tony	Finau	(44),	Kyle	

Stanley	(45),	Phil	Mickelson	(46),	Zach	Johnson	(47)	Brendan	Steele	(48),	and	Russell	Henley	(49).	

	 The	field	includes	eight	players	who	have	combined	to	win	17	Major	championships	including	

Lucas	Glover	(1),	Retief	Goosen	(2),	Zach	Johnson	(2),	Phil	Mickelson	(5),	Webb	Simpson	(1),	Jordan	

Spieth	(3),	Justin	Thomas	(1)	and	Bubba	Watson	(2).	

	 The	2018	field	also	has	five	former	WM	Phoenix	Open	champions	including	Matsuyama	(2016,	

2017),	Mickelson	(1996,	2005	and	2013)	and	Aaron	Baddeley	(2007),	J.B.	Holmes	(2006,	2008)	and	Kyle	

Stanley	(2012).			

Kuchar	 is	 a	 seven-time	 winner	 on	 the	 PGA	 TOUR	 with	 victories	 in	 five	 of	 the	 last	 eight	 seasons	

including	the	2012	PLAYERS	Championship.	He	represented	the	United	States	on	four	winning	Ryder	Cup	

teams	(2010,	2012,	2014,	2016),	four	Presidents	Cup	teams	(2011,	2013,	2015,	2017)	and	took	home	the	

Bronze	Medal	during	the	2016	Summer	Olympics	in	Rio	de	Janeiro.		

Marc	 Leishman	 jumped	 onto	 the	 PGA	 TOUR	 circuit	 in	 2009	 in	which	 a	 second-place	 finish	 at	 the	

BMW	Championship	and	two	additional	top-10s	and	eight	top-25s	was	good	enough	to	win	PGA	TOUR	

Rookie	of	the	Year	honors.	Last	year	was	Leishman’s	best	to	date	with	two	wins	at	the	Arnold	Palmer	

Invitational	and	the	BMW	Championship	on	his	way	to	a	sixth-place	finish	in	FedExCup	standings.		

Haas	has	accumulated	six	PGA	TOUR	wins	in	his	14-year	professional	career	including	the	2013	AT&T	

National,	 the	2015	Humana	Challenge	and	the	2011	TOUR	Championship.	Haas	was	also	a	member	of	

the	victorious	United	States	Presidents	Cup	teams	in	2011,	2013	and	2015.		

Non-committed	players	participating	in	the	Farmers	Insurance	Open	have	a	half-hour	from	the	end	

of	second	round	play	to	commit.		In	addition,	any	previously	uncommitted	players	placing	in	the	Top-10	

at	the	Farmers	Insurance	Open	also	can	commit	to	play	Sunday	evening.			

The	2018	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	the	Ak-Chin	Indian	Community	will	be	

held	 at	 TPC	 Scottsdale	 January	 29	 –	 February	 4,	 2018.	 “The	People’s	Open”	 is	 the	best-attended	 golf	

tournament	 in	 the	world	and	has	gained	 legendary	status	 for	being	the	most	unique	stop	on	the	PGA	

TOUR.		The	2017	tournament	broke	four	attendance	records,	including	a	PGA	TOUR	record	655,434	fans	

for	the	week.		The	2018	edition	will	mark	the	83rd	playing	of	the	event	(one	of	the	five	oldest	events	on	

the	PGA	TOUR)	and	the	ninth	as	the	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open. 

The	 Thunderbirds	were	 founded	 in	 1937	with	 the	mission	 of	 promoting	 the	 Valley	 of	 the	 Sun	

through	sports.	The	Thunderbirds	consist	of	55	“active”	members	and	more	than	250	“life”	members.		In	



2017	 The	 Thunderbirds	 raised	 a	 record	 $10.1	 million	 for	 charity	 from	 proceeds	 from	 last	 year’s	

tournament	 and	have	eclipsed	$122	million	 in	 charitable	 giving	 since	 its	 inception	 in	 1932.		 For	more	

information	 on	 The	 Thunderbirds	 or	 the	 2018	 Waste	 Management	 Phoenix	 Open,	 visit	

www.wmphoenixopen.com.		

 
Alpha Field List - PGA TOUR – January 25, 2018 5:00 PM  

Waste Management Phoenix Open - 

An, Byeong Hun  Gay, Brian  Knox, Russell  Piercy, Scott  Uihlein, Peter  
Armour, Ryan  Glover, Lucas  Kokrak, Jason  Points, D.A.  Van Aswegen, 

Tyrone  
Baddeley, Aaron  Gómez, Fabián  Kraft, Kelly  Poulter, Ian  Varner III, Harold  
Bae, Sangmoon  Goosen, Retief  Kuchar, Matt  Rahm, Jon  Villegas, Camilo  
Barber, Blayne  Gribble, Cody  Lahiri, Anirban  Reavie, Chez  Watney, Nick  
Beljan, Charlie  Grillo, Emiliano  Laird, Martin  Reed, Patrick  Watson, Bubba  
Berger, Daniel  Haas, Bill  Landry, Andrew  Rodgers, 

Patrick  
Werenski, Richy  

Blaum, Ryan  Hadley, 
Chesson  

Lee, Danny  Sabbatini, Rory  Woodland, Gary  

Blixt, Jonas  Hadwin, Adam  Leishman, 
Marc  

Schauffele, Xander  

Bozzelli, Dominic  Hahn, James  List, Luke  Schniederjans, Ollie  
Bradley, Keegan  Harkins, 

Brandon  
Loupe, Andrew  Silverman, Ben  

 Brown, Scott  Henley, Russell  Lovelady, 
Tom +  

Simpson, 
Webb  

 Bryan, Wesley  Henry, J.J.  Lovemark, 
Jamie  

Smith, 
Cameron  

 Campbell, Chad  Hoffman, 
Charley  

Lowry, Shane  Snedeker, 
Brandt  

 Cauley, Bud  Hoffmann, 
Morgan  

Mahan, 
Hunter +  

Spaun, J.J.  

 Cejka, Alex  Holmes, J.B.  Malnati, Peter  Spieth, Jordan  
 Chalmers, Greg  Horschel, Billy  Martin, Ben  Stallings, Scott  
 Chappell, Kevin  Howell III, 

Charles  
Matsuyama, 
Hideki  

Stanley, Kyle  

 Choi, K.J.  Hughes, Mac  McGirt, William  Steele, 
Brendan  

 Clark, Wyndham +  Huh, John  Mickelson, Phil  Streb, Robert  
 Cook, Austin  Hurley III, Billy  Molinari, 

Francesco  
Streelman, 
Kevin  

 DeChambeau, 
Bryson  

Johnson, Zach  Moore, Ryan  Stricker, Steve  
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Duncan, Tyler  Kang, Sung  Mueller, 
Jesse #  

Stroud, Chris  

 English, Harris  Kaufman, 
Smylie  

Murray, 
Grayson  

Stuard, Brian  

 Every, Matt  Kim, Michael  Na, Kevin  Suri, Julian +  
 Fathauer, Derek  Kim, Si Woo  Noren, Alex  Swafford, 

Hudson  
 Finau, Tony  Kim, Whee  Ogilvy, Geoff  Taylor, Nick  
 Flores, Martin  Kirk, Chris  Palmer, Ryan  Taylor, Vaughn  
 Fowler, Rickie  Kizzire, Patton  Pan, C.T.  Thomas, Justin  
 Garrigus, Robert  Knost, Colt  Peterson, John  Tway, Kevin  
  


