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RICKIE FOWLER, JORDAN SPIETH AND JUSTIN THOMAS 
AMONG FIRST COMMITMENTS TO 2018 WASTE MANAGEMENT PHOENIX OPEN 

PRESENTED BY THE AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
  
PHOENIX, Ariz. –Last	 year’s	 PGA	TOUR	Player	 of	 the	 Year	 Justin	 Thomas,	 three-time	
Major	winner	 Jordan	 Spieth	 and	 perennial	 fan	 favorite	 Rickie	 Fowler	 are	 among	 the	
first	players	 to	 commit	 to	 the	2018	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	
The	 AK-Chin	 Indian	 Community,	 set	 to	 tee	 it	 up	 January	 29-February	 4	 at	 TPC	
Scottsdale.	
 

Additionally,	 Charley	 Hoffman,	 a	 longtime	Waste	Management	 Ambassador	 and	
currently	 the	23rd-ranked	golfer	 in	 the	world,	also	committed	to	 the	play.	 	A	 field	of	
132	players	will	vie	for	the	$6.9	million	purse,	the	$1,242,000	first-place	check	and	500	
FedExCup	points.		

 
“Jordan,	Justin	and	Rickie	are	some	of	the	most	talented	and	popular	golfers	in	the	

world	and	we’re	thrilled	they’ve	committed	to	play,”	said	Tournament	Chairman	Carlos	
Sugich.	 	“All	three	of	these	players,	as	well	as	Charley,	are	great	ambassadors	for	our	
tournament	and	we’re	excited	to	watch	them	compete	in	2018.”	

 
Thomas	had	a	remarkable	2017	PGA	TOUR	campaign	that	included	his	first	Major	

Championship	victory	 (PGA	Championship)	among	his	 five	wins.	He	had	a	 total	of	12	
top-10	 finishes	 in	 2017	 on	 his	 way	 to	 being	 crowned	 FedExCup	 Champion	 and	 PGA	
TOUR	Player	of	the	Year.		He	is	currently	third	in	the	Official	World	Golf	Rankings.	
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Spieth	 is	 coming	off	 a	 three-win	 season	 in	 2017	where	he	 took	home	 first-place	

finishes	in	the	AT&T	Pebble	Beach	Pro-Am	and	back-to-back	victories	at	the	Travelers	
Championship	and	The	Open	Championship.	The	latter	victory	was	Spieth’s	third	Major	
victory	of	his	young	career	and	his	11th	PGA	TOUR	win.			Spieth	finished	second	in	the	
final	 FedExCup	points	 tally	 behind	Thomas	 and	 ranks	 third	 in	 the	Official	World	Golf	
Rankings.	

 
Two-time	WM	Phoenix	Open	runner-up	Rickie	Fowler	is	off	to	a	solid	start	in	2018	

with	a	win	at	the	Hero	World	Challenge	and	a	second-place	finish	at	the	OHL	Classic	at	
Mayakoba.	 Fowler	 racked	 up	 10	 Top-10	 finishes	 in	 2017	 that	 included	 a	 win	 at	 the	
Honda	Classic,	two	T2	finishes	and	a	T3	finish	at	Quicken	Loans	National.	He	currently	
sits	seventh	in	the	Official	World	Golf	Rankings.	

 
Hoffman,	a	Waste	Management	Ambassador	since	2007,	recorded	seven	Top-10s	

and	 fourteen	 Top-25s	 that	 included	 two	 runner-ups	 and	 two	 third	 place	 finishes,	
ending	the	season	20th	in	the	FedExCup	standings.		

 
PGA	TOUR	members	have	until	5	p.m.	on	Friday,	Jan.	26,	to	commit	to	play	in	the	

Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open.	Eligible	players	are	assigned	one	of	34	PGA	TOUR	
priority	 ranking	 categories	 based	 on	 their	 past	 performance	 on	 TOUR.	 The	 field	will	
continue	to	change	as	players	with	higher	priority	rankings	commit	to	play	in	the	Open.	

 
The	2018	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open	Presented	by	the	Ak-Chin	Indian	

Community	will	be	held	at	TPC	Scottsdale	January	29	–	February	4,	2018.	“The	People’s	
Open”	 is	 the	 best-attended	 golf	 tournament	 in	 the	world	 and	 has	 gained	 legendary	
status	for	being	the	most	unique	stop	on	the	PGA	TOUR.		The	2017	tournament	broke	
four	attendance	records,	including	a	PGA	TOUR	record	655,434	fans	for	the	week.		The	
2018	edition	will	mark	the	83rd	playing	of	the	event	(one	of	the	five	oldest	events	on	
the	PGA	TOUR)	and	the	ninth	as	the	Waste	Management	Phoenix	Open.	

 
The	 Thunderbirds	were	 founded	 in	 1937	with	 the	mission	 of	 promoting	 the	

Valley	of	the	Sun	through	sports.	The	Thunderbirds	consist	of	55	“active”	members	and	
more	than	250	“life”	members.		In	2017	The	Thunderbirds	raised	a	record	$10.1	million	
for	charity	from	proceeds	from	last	year’s	tournament	and	have	eclipsed	$122	million	
in	 charitable	 giving	 since	 its	 inception	 in	 1932.	 	 For	 more	 information	 on	 The	
Thunderbirds	 or	 the	 2018	 Waste	 Management	 Phoenix	 Open,	 visit	
www.wmphoenixopen.com.	
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